The Pigott Forgeries
he had any ill-feeling against Parnell, but O'Shea denied
that he had ever felt any more than a passing ill-temper*
The matter was not pressed further for good and sufficient
reasons* Many persons present in court knew that O'Shea's
wife was Parnell's mistress, and that there was a subsidiary
drama being performed in that scene in which only two
characters appeared: the husband and the lover* The tragedy
was gaining intensity: the political and social passions were
receiving the terrible addition of a wounded husband's
jealous rage* The assumption that O'Shea knew about the
plot against Parnell is supported by the fact that The Times
endeavoured, through Mr* Chamberlain, to get help from
O'Shea*1
But whatever ^the explanation of this remarkable passage
may be, there is no doubt whatever that Parnell was con-
vinced that O'Shea was the forger, and that the forgery was
committed as an act of revenge* It is doubtful whether he
ever quite rid himself of the belief that O'Shea was con-
nected with it* When a question was put to O'Shea about
the forged letters, he began by deploring the attempt to drag
him into the matter at all, but since ** the unfortunate ques-
tion was asked, he should say he believed that they were all
written by Mr* Parnell*" He was not an expert in hand-
writing, but he felt certain that the signatures were Mr*
Parnell's* A moment or two later he left the box* and shortly
afterwards departed for Spain*
But he was not now the elegant gentleman who had
astounded the electors of Clare with his fine clothes and his
jaunty airs* Instead, he was prematurely old and nervous*
His looks were entirely altered* The colour of his face and
of his moustache and whiskers had changed* He was restless
during examination, twisting and turning his hands in an
extraordinary fashion, and he kept his eyes steadily on the
1 See Mr* T* P* O'Connor's The Parnell Movement.
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